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My Nicaraguan Grandmother 

My first memory of my maternal grandmother Graciela del Castillo-Forgey was back 
when I was about 4 years old. I remember sitting in the backseat of our family car with 
her returning from a trip to Olvera Street. I remember she was trying to teach me how to 
play the castanets. Being the uncoordinated child I was I wasn’t catching on (that trip is 
also my first recollection of Los Angeles. For some reason we drove through the old 
theater and retail section which I thought was something incredible as I watched it go by 
from the backseat). I don’t remember much at all from when I was that age but I think 
the new surroundings and the castanet lesson stuck in my memory because it was so 
different from the routine I was used to. 

My grandmother, a native of Nicaragua, loved the Spanish culture she was a part of in 
her native country. She identified herself as Spanish and not Mestizo. She insisted she 
wasn’t Mestizo, but DNA testing is proving her wrong. According to my mother’s DNA 
result she was probably 60% to 70% of Spanish descent. 
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A Little Nicaraguan History Background 

Since Nicaraguan history isn’t a subject that is taught in American schools, and very 
little information about the del Castillo family was shared with my family, I decided to do 
some indepth research on both Nicaragua and our family history there. 

Our family history in Nicaragua begins with our Native American roots. Going back 6000 
“BC Indigenous groups construct elaborate burial sites out of clam shells at Monkey 
Point on the Caribbean coast (according to Lonely Planet).” Agriculture began in 
Nicaragua when domesticated corn, beans, and yucca were introduced around 450 BC. 
These early Central Americans had trade ties to the south, and they also traded with 
North Americans. 

Around 800 AD carved statues and petroglyphs began appearing in what is now 
Nicaragua. Aztec designs can be found in these carvings indicating migrations of Native 
Americans from northern areas. 



In 1522 the Spanish name Nicaragua after a Native American chief named Nicarao. 

In 1523 Nicaraguan colonization began with the arrival of the Spanish. The town of 
Granada, also known as La Gran Sultana, was founded in 1524. The del Castillos were 
natives of Granada. With so many natural disasters and wars there is no surviving 
documentation that would tell us when our Del Castillo and allied families arrived in 
Nicaragua. Alonso del Castillo y Guzman born 1570 in Sevilla, Spain was Governor of 
Costa Rica from 1619 to 1624. He was Governor of Nicaragua from 1633 until his death 
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in 1635. He was the son of Gaspar del Castillo and Catalina de Fuentes y Guzman. His 
occupation working for the colonial government of Spain leads me to believe he might 
be the progenitor of the del Castillo family in Nicaragua? 

The primary reason for the Spanish arrival and settlement of Nicaragua was to explore 
the possibility of finding a waterway that would allow travel between the Atlantic and 
Pacific oceans. They were eventually able to do that by using lake Nicaragua, a lake 
that Granada is situated near, and the Rio San Juan which has an outlet in the 
Carribean Sea. Before the transcontinental railroad was constructed in the United 
States the Nicaraguan route from the East Coast of the United State to the Pacific 
ocean was a well traveled route to the west coast of the United States. 

In 1748 the fort below was constructed in Granada by the Spanish colonial government. 



Many slaves were brought to Granada, Nicaragua during the colonial era. What 
happened to this large community of former African slaves? They were absorbed into 
the local populations of Spanish and Indigenous peoples. In 1778 we see one of the 



largest categories of people counted by the colonial government was Mulatto, the 
largest was Indios (see document below) 1 . 
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From the 1500’s to 1821 Nicaragua was a colony of Spain. Once Mexico declared its 
independence Nicaragua soon followed joining the Mexican Empire. A confederation of 
Central America was later established which Nicaragua joined. In 1838 Nicaragua 
declared complete independence from the rest of Central America. Since many 
residents of Granada, Nicaragua were Royalists all of these moves for independence 
may not have had their full support. 

The power vacuum that was created following independence led to struggles between 
the leading colonial families for domination. The bitterness of these struggles led to long 
standing feuds. The cities of Leon and Granada were bitter rivals for supremacy in 
Nicaragua. 

Nicasio del Castillo II 

The earliest record for our del Castillo family is a Catholic Church record which records 
the second marriage of our ancestor Don Nicasio del Castillo in Granada, Nicaragua. 

1 Extracto de numero de personas de todas clazas, que se hallan capazes de tomar Bula de la Santa 
Cruzada, en las cuatro Jurisdicciones de Leon, Granada, Segovia, Villa Nicaragua, de que se compone 
esta Prov. Archivo General de Centro America (AGCA) leg. 1749. Exp. 28130 
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This 1848 record 2 states he was a widower of Concepcion Vega (church records for 
Granada begin in 1845 with earlier records lost or destroyed). His second wife was 
Braulia Gutierrez.. 



According to Nicasio’s death record and a census record he was born about 1816 in 
Granada, Nicaragua. 

Children of Nicasio del Castillo and Concepcion Vega were: 

1. Josefa Maria del Castillo b. Abt. 1839 married Marcos Rosales 

2. Dolores Josefa del Castillo married Francisco Castillo Alvarado in 1866 Granada, 
Nicaragua. 

3. Francisco del Castillo born Abt. 1842 married Alejandra Granizo (marriage record 


missing) 


The only baptism record we have for a child of Nicasio del Castillo is an 1860’s baptism 
of a son with his second wife Braulia. Their son’s name was Jose Nicasio Antonio de los 
Dolores del Castillo born 1869 in Granada. 


2 Digital Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion, registros 
parroquiales Matrimonios, 1845-1856; Familysearch.org digitized: digital page 54 

https://www.familvsearch.Org/ark:/61903/3:1 :S3HT-DZZQ-MGQ?i=53&cat=1498115 
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There were a number of Nicasio del Castillos in our family. I will list them numerically. 
According to the death record for Nicasio del Castillo II, who was the father of our 
ancestor Francisco, his father’s name was also Nicasio, so we will refer to him as 
Nicasio del Castillo I. Because of the destruction and loss of early records we don’t 
know anything about this first Nicasio, or even who his parents were? The only 
information we have about him is in his son Nicasio M’s church death record 3 . There 
was a doctor in Granada named Nicasio del Castillo who died in 1837 treating cholera 
patients during an epidemic. According to the death record of Nicasio the doctor’s son, 
Juan de Dios del Castillo, his mother was Dolores Barrios. According to our proven 
ancestor’s death record Nicasio del Castillo M’s mother was Flora Lacayo. It’s very 
possible that like Nicasio II the first wife of Nicasio I died and he remarried? Nicasio M’s 
possible brother was born 16 years after his birth, which could indicate the death of 
Nicasio I’s first wife? So it is possible our Nicasio II was a descendant of the doctor. 


3 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, registro civil Defunciones, Tomo 3, 1882-1884. Familysearch.org 
digitized: Digital page, 266; Book page, 131. 

https://www.familvsearch.0rg/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GB9F-98YN 
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Nicasio del Castillo M’s wife Flora Lacayo was a descendant of a prestiges Nicaraguan 
family. The surname Lacayo is a basque surname. She likely descended from Jose 
Antonio Lacayo de Briones y Palacios. He was born in Viana, Navarra, Spain on 13 
August, 1679. He served as governor of Costa Rica from 1713 to 1717, and governor of 
Nicaragua from 1740 to 1745. He died in 1756 in Granada, Nicaragua. 

An Apolonia del Castillo y Guzman married Manuel Antonio de la Cerda y Aguilar in 
1828 Rivas, Nicaragua. Some of the residents of Granada had ties to Rivas where they 
owned land. Apolonia del Castillo was the daughter of Antonio del Castillo and Teresa 
Ugarte de la Cerda. Nicaraguan researchers believe we descend from the same family, 
which would make Apolonia Nicasio I’s sister. Without documentation there is no way to 
prove that at this time. 

The surname del Castillo wasn’t as common as Castillo. I’m not sure if any of the 
Castillos are related to our family? 

Nicasio del Castillo II was an attorney and notary in Granada (in order to become a 
notary you were required to have a law degree). Many in Nicaragua, and elsewhere, 
with a legal education end up pursuing a career in politics as Nicasio II did. Not 
surprisingly Nicasio II belonged to the conservative party. Granada was the cradle of 
conservative politics in Nicaragua. Leon was the cradle of liberal politics, and you can 
imagine how well people from these two competing cities got along. A political rival 
taking the train passing through Leon had a dead vulture thrown into their train car as 
the train passed. Armed conflicts between these two cities were common also. 
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The 1850’s turned out to be a pivotal time for Nicaragua. During the period from the 
1840’s into the 1850’s Nicasio II held a number of ministerial positions in the 
government of Nicaragua representing the conservative party. Mr. Don Nicacio del 
Castillo was temporarily appointed as Secretary of War in August of 1851. 

When a conservative leader named Jose Fruto Chamorro declared himself president 
the liberals rebelled (previous to his declaration the highest office in Nicaragua was 
Supreme Dictator). 

Fruto Chamorro died in office 12 March 1855. He appointed Jose Marfa Estrada as his 
successor to the presidency, which led Nicasio del Castillo M’s star to rise. 

The liberals opposed Fruto Chamorro, and his successor Jose Marfa Estrada’s, seizure 
of power as President. They decided they needed the help of American mercenaries to 
help overthrow him. They enlisted the help of a Tennessee native named William 
Walker to raise an army of mercenaries in the United States. Once Walker and his army 
were able to establish control of areas of Nicaragua Walker declared himself President 
of Nicaragua. He made english the official language and legalized slavery. 

Walker named Patricio Rivas Supreme Director of Nicaragua, and he was basically a 
puppet of the Walker government. 

This was not what the liberals were looking for when they invited Walker and his 
mercenaries into Nicaragua. They joined with conservatives to oust Walker. 

A rival government was set up by the successors of conservative Fruto Chamorro. 

When Jose Marfa Estrada was murdered in October 1856 our ancestor Nicasio del 
Castillo II was named as his successor to the rival government’s presidency. 

Nicasio del Castillo set up his government in Matagalpa, Nicaragua because Granada 
was seized by Walker. 

General Tomas Martinez Guerro was appointed by Nicasio del Castillo II to lead the 
fight against the Walker forces. He defeated the Walker mercenary army at the battle of 
Hacienda San Jacinto on September 14, 1856. This victory led to the ultimate defeat of 
Walker and his forces. 


10 


Not long after the defeat of Walker a pact between the liberals and conservatives called 
the Pact Providential gave the national presidency to Patrico Rivas. His cabinet was 
made up of Nicasio del Castillo II, Lie. Pedro Cardenal and other notable legitimists. 

Nicasio del Castillo II had a falling out with his General Tomas Martinez Guerro over his 
signing of the Pact Providential which deposed him from the presidency. He wanted the 
General shot but as we will see all was forgiven by 1863. 

As before the revolution Nicasio II held various positions in the government as a 
minister to various departments. He was also appointed to the position of Judge in 
Granada. Nicasio del Castillo II also served as a Senator. After the revolution he was 
also again appointed as minister of war. Below 4 you can see he received 23 votes in an 
election in 1858 to become an elector in that year's election. 



The pact between liberals and conservatives to form a government after the revolution 
led to more stability after the war. This stability allowed the elite of Granada to 
consolidate their wealth and build even larger fortunes. The money came from cash 
crops like sugar, coffee, and mining. This wealth allowed for the reconstruction of 
Granada which had been burned down by Walker after his defeat (many of Granada's 
records were destroyed in that fire). 

The wealth of the landowners in Granada can be seen in the cemetery where expensive 
monuments were erected. 


4 Electores 1858: Archivo Historico Prefectura y Municipalidad de Granada, Nicaragua 
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A threat of war with El Salvadore in 1863 caused the then president, and former General, 
Tomas Martmez Guerro to cede power to Nicasio del Castillo who became president of 
Nicaragua once again. 

Squabbles between members of the conservative party over the legitimacy of the 
presidency of Martinez caused uprisings in Nicaragua with the threat of intervention by 
El Salvador. President Martin Guerro decided to return to his previous role as General to 
put down these threats. Nicasio del Castillo II acted as president enacting a number of 
executive orders assisting the efforts to bring the nation under control again. Nicasio 
del Castillo II issued a decree imposing compulsory military service of all men aged 18 
to 60. 

Nicasio del Castillo II was acting president from January 4,1863 to August 31,1863 
when Tomas Guerro Martinez resumed his role as president. Below is an article from a 
Portuguese language newspaper called 0 Jornal Do Porto 5 announcing the change in 
leadership. 


5 Newspaperarchive.com 
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In 1868 Nicasio del Castillo II applied for government assistance for losses he suffered 
in the amount of $2000 pesos during the Nicaraguan revolution. 

In his later years Nicasio del Castillo II continued to work as a notary, drawing up wills 
etc.. Below you can see a sample of his distinctive handwriting. 
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He was a popular godfather serving in that role to many Granada children. He is listed 
on the 1882 Census 6 for the Parish of La Merced, Granada. 


CViiko annul del ( anion « 






Nicasio II is listed next to his son Francisco, and his family, on this census. Nicasio died 
in 1884 in Granada, Nicaragua. Enrique Guzman recorded Nicasio M's death in his diary 
as follows: "April 14,1884. At 6 V 2 in the morning Don Nicasio del Castillo ceased to 
exist. He was a very important public man and enlightened member of the conservative 
party.” 7 (Guzman was a neighbor and friend of the family. He was a writer and the son 
of a President of Nicaragua). 

Francisco settled a mortgage taken out on his father’s hacienda after his 1884 death. 

Below 8 is a list of surviving relatives of Nicasio del Castillo II in 1884. His son Francisco 
del Castillo, his son-in-law Marcos Rosales, husband of Josefa Maria, and his 
son-in-law Francisco Castillo Alvarado, husband of Dolores Josefa are mentioned in this 
document. 


6 Censo annual del Canton La Merced 1882, Archivo Historico Prefectura y Municipalidad de Granada, 

7 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 

8 Archivo Historico Prefectura y Municipalidad de Granada, Nicaragua 
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Francisco Castillo Alvarado was the husband of Dolores Josefa Del Castillo 



Francisco Del Castillo was my Great-Great grandfather and son of 
the deceased Nicasio Del Castillo whose estate they were settling 


Francisco del Castillo 

Francisco del Castillo son of Nicasio II first appeared in Granada records in 1863 9 when 
his daughter Flora del Castillo was born. Fie was married to Alejandra Granizo sometime 
in the early 1860's. Unfortunately pages are missing from the church records books and 
no marriage record survives for Francisco del Castillo and Alejandra Granizo. 



The children of Francisco del Castillo and Alejandra Granizo: 

1. Flora del Castillo b. 1863 in Granada, Nicaragua died in 1919 Granada, Nicaragua 

2. Nicasio del Castillo b. 1866 in Granada, Nicaragua died 1921 Granada, Nicaragua 

3. Adela Castillo b. 1869 in Granada, Nicaragua died 1919 Granada, Nicaragua 

4. Francisco del Castillo b. 1874 in Granada, Nicaragua 

5. Emilia del Castillo b. 1875 in Granada, Nicaragua 

9 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion (Diocese Copies of Parish 
registers), registros parroquiales Bautismos, vol 2, 1861-1866. Familysearch.org Digitized. Book page, 
161. Digital page, 307. 

https://www.familvsearch.Org/ark:/61903/3:1 :S3HY-68FW-W2Q?i=306&cat=1498115 
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6. Salvador del Castillo b. 1877 in Granada, Nicaragua 

7. Luisa E. del Castillo b. 1878 in Granada, Nicaragua 

8. Camila del Castillo b. 1879 in Granada, Nicaragua 

9. Alberto del Castillo b. 1883 in Granada, Nicaragua 

According to the 1882 Census Francisco del Castillo was born about 1842. 

Francisco del Castillo pursued the same occupations as his father. Fie was a notary and 
an Attorney. Fie also became involved in politics. Like his father before him Francisco 
also served as Minister of War. He was also a minister of the Navy and Public 
Instruction. 

The local municipal record below refers to Francisco Castillo as a son of Nicasio. 10 






J 9 


Francisco del Castillo’s signature and rubrica can be seen on the document below. 
(Rubricas are flourishes below signatures). 




Francisco del Castillo and wife Alejandra Granizo raised their family in Nicaragua during 
a time of great change. Modern improvements were coming to Nicaragua making life in 


10 Archivo Historico Prefectura y Municipalidad de Granada, Nicaragua 
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Nicaragua more comfortable. Water was piped into the homes of the Granada elite in 
1881 from the Quismapa. In his father Nicasio ll's time traveling from his home in 
Granada to the seat of government in Managua would have required a stagecoach 
journey lasting many hours. Train service between Granada and Managua would 
eventually make that trip much easier for Francisco and his family. From the book “La 
Republics conservadora de Nicaragua 1858-1893 ”: “In January 1887, Cardenas 
announced that the last 20 km of railway between Masaya and Granada had been 
completed.” 

A train engine and the Granada train station are pictured below. 
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At the same time in the late 1880’s there were 97 post offices, 38 telegraph offices 
which were being equipped with telephone stations. Enrique Guzman wrote about going 
to the telephone station office to answer a phone call. The telephone offices were 
something like the internet cafes of the day. Oil lamps lit the city of Granada at night 
which was an improvement over many areas of Central America which had no lighting 
at night at all. 

A strong earthquake, which may have been a portent of the tough times coming, hit 
Granada, Nicaragua September 1, 1890. Many homes suffered some damage to their 
adobe walls. Residents slept outside or left the area until the aftershocks stopped. 

Life for the del Castillo family up until 1893 had been good, for the most part, because 
conservative governments had ruled Nicaragua since 1857. In 1893 everything 
changed. First of all a conservative president named Roberto Sacasa took office 1891. 
He belonged to a different faction of the conservative party than the del Castillos. He 
didn't want to surrender power and seemed intent on remaining in office past his term. 

The fear of a long Sacasa dictatorship caused the more conservative wing of the party 
to conspire with liberals to overthrow Sacasa. Francisco del Castillo had a role to play in 
his overthrow because he had access to the military barracks in Granada as a leader of 
the Militia which he delivered to the cause. Francisco’s friendship with a drinking buddy 
who was a General named Gutierrez also proved helpful. 

Francisco del Castillo served as a general in the revolutionary army which defeated the 
Sacasa forces. Sacasa was removed from office. Francisco del Castillo's involvement in 
the coup landed him a place as a leader of a Junta which briefly ruled Nicaragua. He 
was one of four leaders representing the 
revolutionaries. 

When the Junta government was dissolved 
the liberal leader Jose Santos Zelaya 
became president of Nicaragua. As was 
typical of Nicaragua the party out of power 
began to conspire against the current 
government. This led to a great deal of 
instability as the conservatives began 
organizing armed revolts. Immediately after 

Zelaya ascended to the presidency on July 12th 1893 armed revolts by the 
conservatives began. As the chaos of the battles began and the people fled Granada 
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diarist Enrique Guzman came across Francisco del Castillo on the road and this was the 
exchange they had: "When I returned to the city, I met Pancho del Castillo (also on 
horseback) who told me: (What were they doing? those old men like your father and 
mine) (refers to Mr. Nicasio del Castillo), all flee full of dread." 11 Francisco wanted to 
stay and fight. 

President Zelaya came into office in 1893 pledging sweeping progressive changes such 
as universal suffrage, infrastructure improvements, and compulsory education. 
Unfortunately the conservative led opposition caused him to begin instituting repressive 
measures. Conservatives were arrested and some exiled from the country. Apparently, 
according to Enrique Guzman, Francisco del Castillo was imprisoned a few months in 
Chinandega after Zelaya came to power, where he became sick with a fever. Fie was 
imprisoned from late October 21,1893, and was released on January 4th, 1894. When 
Enrique Guzman visited him after his release Francisco "Pancho", "he looks very ill and 
is skinny and with a full beard." 

The previous tolerance for some freedom of the press ended with government 
censorship under Zelaya. 

Granada being the cradle of conservatism, the repression of conservatives was 
especially felt in that city. Urban police and political police closely monitored the 
citizens of Granada. Registration of homes in Granada became law and residents had to 
pay a fee for registration. On the anniversary of the ascension of Zelaya to office on July 
11th of each year Granada residents were required to display a flag outside their home 
or pay a $5, and sometimes $10 fine. Often citizens of Granada were picked up and 
jailed until a fine was paid. The citizens of Granada as a whole were sometimes 
required to pay compensation for the uprisings the conservatives inspired. Extorting 
money from the wealthy of Granada helped keep the government stay solvent and lined 
the pockets of crooked politicians. 

The home pictured below is evidence of the wealth of some in Granada at this time. 


11 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 
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Enrique bolanos 


♦ 



("Rafael Marti - Arqnitecto y Conatnictor ”) 

Casa de habitacion troi’iedad del Dr. J. M. Morales 
SOCIO PUKDADOR DK LA FIRMA MORALES II X0S GRANADA-NiC. 


Conservative clubs in Granada were disbanded (these clubs were mainly social clubs 
where men would smoke cigars while playing cards or pool). Off and on curfews were 
imposed on citizens of Granada. 

Another gathering place where politics were discussed would be at local Granada hotels 
(below an illustration of a Granada hotel). 
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A favorite gathering place for men to discuss politics after the conservative clubs 
closed was at the local pharmacy. The Morales pharmacy below was one such place 
where conservative conspiracies were discussed (photo from Enrique Bolanos Library). 



GRANADA - INTERIOR DE LA BOTICA AMERICANA MORALES HNOS. 

Francisco del Castillo and other conservatives also planned strategies for the overthrow 
of Zelaya in their haciendas. Here we find Enrique Guzman referring to such an 
instance where Francisco “Pancho” Alvarado is mentioned :“l find Eduardo in a room on 
the second floor of his house with Pancho del Castillo and several others. Eduardo tells 
me what happened to Zavala and shows me that there is no way to postpone the coup 
without exposing ourselves to failure.” 12 (Guzman called Francisco del Castillo 
Eduardo’s “nymph Egeria” because of the influence he had over him). They met on the 
second floor of the house likely to avoid the prying political police. Although the police 
were allowed to search suspicious houses at any time, which they did. 

September 26, 1894 was a day that was remembered with horror by those alive then. 
An explosion at the military barracks in Granada, Nicaragua destroyed the barracks 
killing a number of people and hurling their bodies sometimes long distances. It took 
days to find all of the bodies. It wasn’t known whether someone smoking near the 
explosives caused the explosion or someone purposely dynamited the building? My 
grandmother Graciela del Castillo was a year old at the time; her parents would have 
remembered that event but she would not. 


12 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 
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Even with all of the conspiracies going on in Nicaragua life went on as usual for the 
common people. Festivals continued to happen seasonally. The Jalteva festival in 1896 
was especially memorable for the people of Granada with a hot air balloon making an 
appearance. It's possible the del Castillo family was among the spectators? Enrique 
Guzman recorded a stunt performed by the balloon company: "August 18, 1896 
Between 6 and 7 in the morning today an acrobat from the Chiarini Maroma Company 
rose in a balloon. He went up like a thousand sticks, and allowed himself to come to the 
ground by means of a parachute without doing himself any harm. Fell the aeronaut a 
short distance from the Apoyo lagoon. The one who was in the balloon is called 
Ezequiel Aleman, and he seems to be Mexican.” 13 

Zelaya’s government, in an effort to separate church and state, and rein in the power of 
the church, the Catholic Church in Nicaragua was subjected to repressive measures 
that included church property being seized and laws passed restricting church 
ceremonies and celebrations, A priest from the parish of la Merced, which the del 
Castillo family belonged to, was arrested for a sermon deemed subversive (actually 
Zelaya wasn’t the only president to seek to rein in the power of the Catholic church. The 
conservative president Zavala expelled the Jesuits from Nicaragua in 1881). 

In 1895 Francisco del Castillo’s wife Alejandra Granizo died. She was born about 1843. 
According to her death record 14 , her father was Marcelino Granizo, but her mother’s 
name is illegible. The name could be Gentas Mendez? I believe that is wrong though. 



13 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 

14 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, registro civil Defunciones, Tomo 8, 1893-1898. Familysearch.org 
digitized. Book Page, 232, digital page, 569, 

https ://www.familvsearch.ora/ark:/61903/3:1:33SQ-GB9F-SZPL 
















Her brother Vincente Granizo, who was older, named a different mother. Looking at 
death records I found a death record 15 for Pia Gutierrez who might actually be their 
mother. She was the widow of Marcelino Granizo. 
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In 1895 my grandmother’s godfather Francisco Alvarado Granizo reported the political 
situation in Managua as violent to the diarist Enrique Guzman (Francisco was arrested 
during the dictatorship a couple of times). 

The conservative rebels briefly joined forces with Zelaya’s army to put down a revolt in 
Leon. As much as conservatives hated Zelaya they hated Leon even more. The brief 
collaboration was short lived though. 

The situation in the late 1890’s continued to be risky for the conservatives in Granada 
who were plotting to overthrow the government. They had to flee the country in the late 
1890’s. In January 1898 Enrique Guzman met Francisco del Castillo who was also in 
exile in Costa Rica. He was in the town of Liberia living with other exiles on the main 
square. Francisco first fled to Arenal, Costa Rica sometime around November 1897. 

Francisco del Castillo was back in Granada in 1899 because Guzman mentions him in 
his diary and refers to him back in town in that year. Francisco gives Enrique his opinion 
on the possibility of war with Costa Rica: “April 25, 1899 The Lawyer tells me. Francisco 
del Castillo that relations between El Salvador and Honduras are very strained, and that 
it is almost certain that we will have war with Costa Rica.” 

Francisco del Castillo was arrested on September 11, 1899 for conspiring against the 
government. Below is a transcription of an entry from Enrique Guzman’s diary referring 


15 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Catedral de Granada, registros parroquiales Defunciones, 1865-1889. 
Familysearch.org digitized. Book page, 46. Digital page, 93. 
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to Francisco’s arrest with others (for many years the del Castillo and Guzman families 
were not on speaking terms because Enrique’s brother Gustavo punched Francisco del 
Castillo in the nose over a court case. The feud was put aside and a friendship renewed 
as both men joined in an effort to overthrow Zelaya) 
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Francisco was released from prison on October 6, 1899. He returned to Granada by 
train that afternoon as recorded in the Guzman diary. He told Guzman that there were 
people from the liberal city of Leon in the penitentiary who didn’t know why they were 
imprisoned? 


After another stint in prison Francisco del Castillo was released on March 30, 1900. He 
met up with Enrique Guzman on March 31 who recorded in his diary that Francisco told 
him after leaving the Penitentiary he had a long conversation with Zelaya and he was as 
“shocking and vulgar” as always. 


Nicaraguan prisons at the time of Francisco’s arrests were notorious for their brutality. 
Prisoners were beaten with sticks. The beatings were sometimes carried out as 
retribution and other times to torture someone into implicating others in conspiracies 
against the government. Some of the prisoners were forced to sleep on a dirt floor. 
When it rained the cells were sometimes flooded with water. 


To avoid prison some fled the country living outside Nicaragua for years.. Francisco del 
Castillo’s nephew Dr. Nicasio Rosales lived a number of years in exile in El Salvador 
during the Zelaya dictatorship. 

Sometimes wives joined their husbands in exile, as in the case of Dr. Nicasio Rosales. 
Often, though, the wives remained at home and were subjected to searches of their 
houses, and forced to try to raise children and make ends meet on their own. 

Some of the men of Granada escaped prison by hiding in the town in the homes of 
friends and relations. Others made their way to Mombacho, a dormant volcano near 
Granada. They could hide on the slopes of the dormant volcano which are thickly 
covered with cloud forest vegetation, or inside the crater which was also covered by 
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forest. Poisonous coral snakes and Pumas lurked there also, which the men had to be 
vigilant to avoid injury or even death (sometimes Pumas strayed into Granada and 
Managua). Troops of monkeys also inhabit that area but aren’t normally dangerous, 
staying high in the trees. In the photo below you can see how close Mombacho is to 
Granada. 



Years passed as conspiracies against the government continued and Zelaya refused to 
give up power. 

Armed coups continued to be attempted which all failed. Foreign governments were 
enlisted to provide arms, money, and troops to continue the fight. Nicaraguan 
revolutionaries were some of the best customers US and Germany had when it came to 
purchasing weapons. Thousands of guns and other weapons were purchased for the 
revolutionaries, and the counter revolutionaries. 

In July 1909 a new plot against the government was being worked out. Francisco del 
Castillo wanted to discuss a new plan with Enrique Guzman. He stated, “July, 28 1909 
I went at 3 pm and he just tells me to talk to Pancho Castillo who has something to tell 
me. I'm going to his house, I'm there for an hour, and I can't talk to him alone ...Pablo 
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was calling. When I say goodbye to Pancho, he scratches my palm hand in a 
meaningful way.” 16 

One of Francisco del Castillo’s sons was seen by Enrique Guzman when he was 
arrested and being transported chained together with other prisoners. He didn’t say 
which son? 

In October 1909 the situation came to a head with intense fighting to oust Zelaya, which 
the United States supported. Americans had business interests in Nicaragua and 
Central American they wanted to protect. Armed conflict with El Salvador and threats of 
war with other neighboring countries destabilized Nicaragua and its neighboring 
countries. 

Some Nicaraguans welcomed US intervention to oust Zelaya. Francisco del Castillo 
was skeptical. Guzman wrote in his diary: “When passing by the house of the Lcdo. 
Francisco del Castillo calls me this one to try to convince Marcos Urbina --- he was 
there — that the Yankees have never thought of coming to remove the yoke that he has 
put on us Santos Zelaya.” 17 Some feared American intervention would spell the end of 
Nicaragua as an independent country. 

Zelaya was anti-American imperialism and resented the US involvement in Nicaragua 
affairs. A man wearing an American Flag lapel pin was jailed for exhibiting support for 
the United States. 

Peace conferences sponsored by the United States attended by Central American 
representatives were organized in hopes of settling the Zelaya issue without bloodshed. 
Instead the fighting continued in Nicaragua, and a broader war was possible. 

Nicaraguan revolutionaries had hoped to remove Zelaya without the intervention of the 
United States. Battle after battle was lost by the revolutionaries. What finally brought an 
end to the fighting was indeed American intervention. Two US citizens assisting the 
revolution by laying mines were executed by order of Zelaya. This event brought US 
Navy battle ships to Nicaraguan ports. There was no way Nicaraguan forces under 
Zelaya could defeat the Americans. Zelaya agreed to resign from the presidency and 
leave Nicaragua. Zelaya left office and the country in December 1909. 


16 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 

17 Ibid 
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Liberal supporters of Zelaya initially refused to give up. They took over San Francisco 
convent church in Granada. Snipers shot at passersby while this group held the church. 
Neighborhood residents such as Enrique Guzman had to leave their homes until this 
group of holdouts surrendered (below is a picture of the San Francisco convent church). 



A brief celebration followed the removal of Zelaya as president. Another liberal replaced 
him. The conservatives were not happy with that outcome for long. 

Sadly Francisco del Castillo died in 1911. On March 26,1911 Enrique Guzman records 
this in his diary: “They tell me that Pancho Castillo is in serious condition.” On the 27th 
he wrote: “I'm always wrong. Pancho Castillo is still dying.” On March 31st 1911 he 
wrote: “ Last night at 11, the Lcdo (licenciado honorific used by lawyers) died. Francisco 
de Castillo. Fie was just over 68 years old. We were friends since kids.” 18 

If he had lived until May of 1911 he would have seen a conservative president named 
Adolfo Diaz take office. The ascendance of the conservatives was certainly good news 
for the people of Granada where life likely became more secure. The liberals now 
began to collude against the government and many of them now sought refuge in other 
countries. 


Nicasio del Castillo III 

The levies on the families of Granada and the cost of exile for those that left the country 
for periods of time under Zelaya left some families in bankruptcy. It appears the del 


18 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 
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Castillo family experienced some decline in status at this time. Nicasio del Castillo III 
didn’t seem to have the advantages that his father and grandfather did. I don’t see him 
mentioned in the historical records? 

The only information passed down to me about my great-grandfather Nicasio del 
Castillo II was that he was also an attorney like his father and grandfather. He was said 
to have liked to eat turtle soup. He enjoyed writing poetry, a favorite pastime in 
Nicaragua, and he wrote a poem commemorating my grandparents’ marriage. 

The 1866 baptism of my great-grandfather Nicasio del Castillo was recorded in the 
Granada, Catholic church records 19 . 



He doesn’t appear in the records again until he is recorded with his family in the 1882 
Census for the canton of la Merced in Granada. A few years after that, in 1888, he was 
listed in a local governmental book 20 . The entry seems to refer to him meeting 
qualifications for something? 


19 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion (Diocese copies of parish 
records), registros parroquiales Bautismos, vol 3, 1866-1868. Familysearch.org Digitized. Book page, 29. 
Digital page, 130. https://www.familvsearch.Org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-DCB3-BCH?i=129&cat=1498115 

20 1888, Archivo Historico Prefectura y Municipalidad de Granada, Nicaragua 
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Nicasio del Castillo III is later recorded in Guzman’s diary as being appointed major of 
the Plaza of Granada in 1893. According to Enrique this didn’t go down well with the 
local population who thought the young man’s appointment was a joke and were 
disgusted by it. Apparently they didn’t believe he was qualified for that position? 

Nicasio del Castillo III is definitely an inscrutable person. It appears he never married 
his longtime common law wife Elena Garcia who he fathered many children with. It’s 
possible there was an impediment to their marriage such as race? We know Elena had 
some African ancestry according to mtDNA testing by our family, which puts her in the L 
mtDNA haplogroup common among females in Africa. Or they had married but the local 
authorities didn’t see the proof or accept it? Or they didn’t believe in marriage? 

Nicasio del Castillo is the person recorded as providing the birth and death information 
for his children to the civil registration authorities. He signed his name like his father 
Francisco only using his first initial. 
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I have not found a marriage record for Nicasio and Elena in the civil or church records? 
All of their children are listed as illegitimate in their birth records. Below you can see that 
one of the last children born to the couple is still listed as illegitimate. Rodolfo Alfredo, 
born in 1907, is recorded as the illegitimate son of Elena Garcia 21 . 
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Marriage and death records for the children of Nicasio and Elena claim they were the 
legitimate children of this couple? Below their son Alberto del Castillo’s marriage record 
states he was the legitimate son of Nicasio III and Elena. 



The children of Nicasio del Castillo III and Elena Garcia were: 

1. Alberto del Castillo b. 1889 in Granada, Nicaragua d. 1984 married Ana Maria 
Cuadra 


21 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, registro civil Nacimientos, Sin numero, 1906-1907 1920, 
Familysearch.org digitized. Book page, 186. Digital page,179. 













2. Graciela del Castillo b. 10 September 1893 in Granada, Nicaragua, d. 28 June 
1977 in La Puente, California married Charles Lynn Forgey 

3. Concepcion del Castillo married Juan Barrantes 

4. Francisco Samuel del Castillo married Irene Feleciana Perez 

5. Adela Olivia del Castillo b.1905 in Granada, Nicaragua d. 1906 

6. Rodolfo del Castillo b. February 1907 in Granada, Nicaragua d. 1907 

7. Angela del Castillo b. Abt. 1908 d. 1931 in Granada, Nicaragua, married 
Francisco Reyes Fobal 


Nicasio del Castillo died in 1921 in Granada, Nicaragua. His death was reported by his 
son Samuel del Castillo (civil registration record below 22 ). Apparently Samuel didn’t 
have many details about his father’s parents and that information was added later. 
Possibly early records were consulted to fill in this information? 
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The church record 23 for Nicasio del Castillo Ill’s death stated Elena Garcia was his wife 


22 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, registro civil Defunciones, Tomo 26, 1919-1921, Familysearch.org 
digitized. Book page, 426. Digital page, 427. 

23 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Sefiora de la Merced, registros parroquiales 
Defunciones, 1904-1929. Familysearch.org digitized. Book page, 90, Digital page, 181. 
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When Elena Garcia died in 1944, in Managua, her death certificate 24 states she was 
single and not a widow? 



24 "Nicaragua Registro Civil, 1809-2013," database with images, FamilySearch 

(https://familysearch.Org/ark:/61903/3:1 :S3HT-DTSS-T5S?cc=1601210&wc=Q69G-MB9%3A116559001 
%2C116559002%2C116559003%2C119661701 : 17 December 2018), Managua > Managua > Managua 
> Defunciones 1944 vol ID > image 59 of 334; Asociacion de municipios de Nicaragua (Association of 
Nicaragua Municipalities), Amunic. 
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Elena’s death certificate stated she was the illegitimate daughter of Andrea Garcia. I 
don’t believe that is correct. I found an Elena Garcia born to Gordiana Garcia in 1869 25 . 
I have not found a birth record for an Elena born to Andrea. 



Graciela del Castillo de Forgey 



My grandmother Graciela del Castillo first appeared in the Granada records in church 
baptismal and civil registration records (below is Graciela’s church baptismal record 26 ). 


25 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion, registros parroquiales 
(Diocese records) Bautismos, vol 5, 1869-1870. Familysearch.org Digitized. Book page, 120, Digitized 
page, 244. https://www.familvsearch.ora/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6S49-NQ?i=243&cat=1498115 

26 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion, registros parroquiales 
Bautismos (Diocese records), vol 10, 1893-1895. Familysearch.org Digitized. Book page, 61. Digital 
page. 125. https://www.familvsearch.oro/ark:/61903/3:1 :S3HT-DHT9-FWS?i=124 
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Her name isn’t recorded in those records as Graciela; instead her middle name Lucrecia 
was used. 



Francisco Alvarado Granizo was the godfather of Graciela Lucrecia. Her children didn’t 
know that the man they called Padrino, or Pancho, was actually their mother’s 
godfather. They thought Padrino was just a nickname. Looking at a will my grandmother 
Graciela left my mother it states Francisco was her Padrino and cousin. I would guess 
Francisco’s mother, Inocente Granizo, was the sister of Alejandra Granizo del Castillo? 
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Graciela Lucrecia’s birth was reported to the civil registration office by her father Nicasio 
del Castillo III 27 . He stated her full name was Lucrecia del Carmen. 


27 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, registro civil Nacimientos, Tomo 9, 1892-1893. Familysearch.org 
Digitized. Book page, 297, Digital page, 306. 
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The Granada that my grandmother Graciela, and her family, lived in was a thriving 
urban center. There would have been open air stalls selling food. Luxury items such as 
watches could be purchased from a local watchmaker. There were bookstores catering 
to the educated upper class. Shoemakers crafted shoes customized for each person, 
and repaired them. Doctors, dentists, and pharmacies were located there too (wealthy 
Nicaraguans could travel to the US if they couldn’t be treated by these local health care 
providers). 

There was also a hospital in Granada. The hospital San Juan de Dios was completed in 
1905. The ruins of the hospital are still standing. 
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A symbol of the vitality of urban Granada during the time when my grandmother was 
growing up was a steam tram that ran through town (Granada is spread out across a 
wide area. Walking from one end of town to the other is a hike especially in the always 
warm to hot weather). 

There were theaters in Granada that provided live stage performances. Sometimes the 
entertainment would consist of traditional Zarzuela performances with popular songs 
mixed with operetta. Also original theatricals would sometimes be performed. One of the 
local theaters was called “The Dollar Theater”. My grandmother loved music and dance 
so I’m sure the opera and dance performances at the local theaters inspired her. 

The upper class in Nicaragua ensured that their children received college prep courses 
that would prepare them to possibly go abroad for a college education in the United 
States or Europe. Courses such as languages, mathematics, and chemistry were 
offered to students with a goal toward a higher education. A Lacayo family member 
studied in London, and diarist Enrique Guzman’s son attended college in Santa Clara, 
California. The government of Nicaragua sent a young man to Italy to study art during 
the late 19th century. 

What was life like for a child like my grandmother in the late 19th and the early twentieth 
century? Her life would have revolved around school. 
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My grandmother Graciela didn’t receive a college prep education like many of the boys 
did. Instead my grandmother was educated by nuns. She was very lucky to have 
received an education at all since rates of literacy were low. 

Even under the restrictions placed on the Catholic church during the Zelaya years when 
my grandmother was young religious ceremonies played an important role in the life of 
a conservative place like Granada. Name days would be celebrated with parties. Every 
saint had a day on the calendar to commemorate them and a person named after them, 
or who had a saint’s name attached to their secular name, would celebrate that day like 
another birthday. 

Important religious holidays like Corpus Christi would be celebrated with religious 
processions. The Easter processions would have been especially important but were 
sometimes suspended under the Zelaya dictatorship. Other important events in the 
religious calendar would be the Christmas Celebration of “La Griteria” to celebrate “La 
Purisima” the conception of Mary. Oranges and candy would have been given to 
children to celebrate. The visiting of neighbors homes would take place to view the 
nativity scenes set up in each house. Traditional Spanish feasts would be served during 
the Christmas holidays. 



The baby Jesus in Nicaragua sleeps in a hammock with an offering of mangoes and other tropical fruits. 

Independence day and a version of Columbus day would have also been celebrated 
with fireworks, church bells, gun, and cannon fire (I can’t imagine my grandmother who 
didn’t like loud noises would have enjoyed these noisy celebrations). Fireworks were 
actually set off for religious celebrations also. During the Zelaya dictatorship cannon fire 
and bells were rung in Granada to celebrate his victories on the battlefield. A band at 
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the instigation of local Zelaya government appointees would march through Granada 
playing the "La Marseillaise" when his forces won a battle also. 

Birthday parties were given to celebrate children’s birthdays. Life for children wouldn’t 
have been much different than life in the United States. 

The New Year 1901 was marked in Granada by lively celebrations, as recorded by 
Enrique Guzman. “At night, beautiful lighting: the neighbors have put lights in front of 
their houses and the Merced tower is all up to the cross illuminated with crystals in 
which there is inside a wick of wick fed with oil. And there are also Chinese lanterns that 
give a nice look to the tower. At 12 o'clock at night they fire cannon shots and in the 
Colon park there are fireworks.” My grandmother and her family likely enjoyed these 
celebrations (except in my grandmother’s case the cannon fire which would have 
scared her). 

The del Castillo family would have had access through newspapers to the news from 
around the world. They would have especially been interested in news from California 
where some of their friends and relatives lived (Graciela’s godfather “Padrino” Francisco 
Alvarado Granizo would have divided his time between living in California, France, and 
Nicaragua). The family would have learned about the San Francisco earthquake of 
1906. This news would have come to Granada via telegraph (Central American 
dictators could control the news by seizing telegraph offices or cutting the lines. They 
could also control the news by controlling the paper supply and only supplying paper to 
government friendly newspapers). 

Clothing worn in Nicaragua would have been similar to what was worn in the United 
States during my grandmother’s childhood. My grandmother would have dressed in 
short dresses as a child. When she reached a certain age she would have dressed in 
the long Victorian style dresses, which would have been terribly uncomfortable in the hot 
Granada climate (men of high status would wear the suits popular in north america at 
the time, which also would have been uncomfortable in the heat). Lucky for my 
grandmother, short dresses became the style for women when she was an adult. 

Below a woman and young girl walk through the streets of Managua wearing fashions 
that were common during my grandmother’s early childhood (carrying an umbrella 
would be helpful to shield from the searing hot sun while coming in handy during the 
frequent rain). 
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Enrique bolanos 



Casa de Managua. 


Graciela’s mother would have made most of her clothes. My mother told me Elena was 
an excellent seamstress. Graciela would have spent free time doing needlework. The 
ladies of leisure, who generally had Native American servants, spent a great deal of 
time working on their needlework. 



There were barbers in Granada, Nicaragua but I’m not sure if there were hair salons for 
women around the turn of the 20th century? It was stylish for women to wear their hair 
long during the Victorian era. My grandmother said her hair was so long that she could 
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sit on it when she was young (below is an example of a Nicaraguan woman wearing the 
fashionable long hair style). 



The most important events during Graciela del Castillo’s childhood would have been the 
celebrations marking the turn of the 20th Century, the death of a local hero and previous 
President Zavala, and the celebrations ending the Zelaya dictatorship. 

The funeral of the former president Zavala was a large spectacle which was attended 
by most of the population of Granada in 1906. From Enrique Guzman’s diary in “Revista 
Conservadora”: “This is November 30, 1906 — Initiated by the Mr. President — To the 
Minister of the Interior, by law — Managua — Isidro A. Oviedo. (Taken from “El 
Comercio”, from Managua, on December 1, 1906). FUNERALS OF GENERAL ZAVALA 
Unusual pomp covered the funeral of General Don Joaquin Zavala last Saturday in the 
city of Granada. Throughout the day the national flag was at half mast, mourning with 
Funeral crepes, as the cannon echoed every thirty minutes, like an imposing echo of 
mourning national. The corpse of the illustrious patrician...was guarded by four officers, 
who took turns on guard every half hour. Although there was no invitation for funerals, 
at four-thirty in the afternoon a gathering Very many filled the vicinity of the mortuary. 
Immediately the funeral procession left in the following order, firing a salvo of 21 cannon 
shots as the posthumous tribute surrendered to the deceased. Mounted Police Corps. 
Military bands of Masaya and Granada. Military school. Artillery Corps. National, 
municipal and private schools. Crown carriage. Carriage with his coffin. The grieving 
family. Commission of the official duel. Individuals. At seven o'clock at night the 
procession arrived at the cemetery, where Mr. Don Alejandro Bermudez, and the 
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artillery and rifle shooting that correspond to the Honors were made for the President of 
the Republic.” 28 


In September of 1910 a celebration of peace took place in the city of Granada 
celebrating the end of the Zelaya dictatorship and the suppression of the revolutionary 
elements. Enrique Guzman makes this note in his diary about the September 8, 1910 
procession: “Beautiful procession in the afternoon. The image of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Parish appears: behind it goes a little cannon with which they salute 
in celebration of the restoration of peace. It shows that the joy is great Granada for the 
triumph obtained.” 29 

I haven’t found Graciela del Castillo in any other records other than her birth and 
marriage records. In 1919 she married one of the US Marines occupying Nicaragua to 
protect the conservative governments then holding power in that country. My Indiana 
born grandfather joined the Marines in 1916 and shortly after he shipped over to 
Nicaragua to be part of the occupation. He arrived in Corrinto, Nicaragua January 25, 
1917. 

Marriage for Nicaraguan women to males of that country was not an ideal life for most 
women. Men regularly kept mistresses. Nicaraguan men tended to treat women as their 
inferiors. If caught cheating on their husbands they could be shot. Take for instance 
Mario Samayoa who killed his wife because she was having an affair. He told 
authorities that if she came back to life he would kill her again. He did not repent for 
killing her. My grandmother probably thought she would be better off with a foreign 
husband. 

My grandmother Graciela del Castillo was a performer in Nicaragua before her 
marriage. She was a singer and dancer. Her brother Samuel would accompany her on 
guitar. She once performed for the president of Nicaragua. She may have met my 
grandfather while performing in Managua for the US Marines? 

My grandparents Charles Lynn Forgey and Graciela del Castillo were married 10 
January 1919. Graciela’s mother Elena had developed smallpox when Graciela was still 
a child. My grandmother was sent to live with Aunts Flora and Adela. Sadly both of 
those aunts died in the same year Graciela married. One of her aunt’s died of TB. Her 
father Nicasio del Castillo died not long after in 1921. The loss of her father and aunts 

28 Diario intimo de Enrique Guzman - Revista Conservadora - Ago - Jun 1960 No. 1 

29 Ibid. 
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would have been a blow both psychologically and financially. Since her parents never 
legally married her mother and siblings likely struggled. 

Charles and Graciela Forgey had two children who were born in Nicaragua. Their 
daughter Isis Lucrecia Forgey was born in January 1920 and died as an infant of an 
intestinal infection in May of 1920. 

My grandparents remained in Nicaragua after my grandfather's enlistment in the 
Marines ended. 

The photos below would have been taken around the time the Forgeys lived in 
Granada, Nicaragua. They also lived in Managua while Charles Forgey served in the 
US Marines. 



Fachada norte del edificio del Mercado de Granada 
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My mother Edna Forgey was born 23 April 1921. Her father Charles was listed on her 
civil registration birth record as working as a miner in Chontales (he also worked for the 
Astoria Mahogany Company of New York, which was based in Bluefields on the east 
coast of Nicaragua. 

Below is a copy of the baptismal index 30 for my mother Edna Forgey. It’s unusual to see 
the name Forgey next to the Spanish surnames. 



30 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Merced, registros parroquiales Indice 
de bautismos, 1900-1945 (letra Acomienza con 1925) Familysearch.org Digitized. 












Her baptism is recorded in the La Merced baptismal church book 31 . The del Castillo’s 
were long time members of that parish church. 
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The photo below was taken in the central patio of a house in Granada. 



Making ends meet in Granada proved difficult for the family. With the del Castillo family 
circle growing smaller life would have been difficult for the Forgeys in Granada. My 
mother was stung several times by a scorpion that came into her room, and into her 


31 Nicaragua, Granada, Granada, Parroquia Nuestra Senora de la Merced, registros parroquiales 
Bautismos, 1919-1922. Familysearch.org digitized. Book page, 421. Digital page, 423. 

httDs://www.familvsearch.ora/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-67CW-LH9?i=422&cat=1498112 
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crib, through a floor vent. She nearly died from those stings. This incident added to 
growing stress. 

They eventually decided it was time to relocate to California in 1925. My mother was 4 
years old when she and her mother sailed from Nicaragua to California to reunite with 
her father. The passenger list below 32 lists Graciela and her daughter Edna. They sailed 
to California on the ship the S.S Venezuela. My grandmother's birth year is wrong; she 
was actually born in 1893 not 1891. My mother said she threw one of her shoes 
overboard while they were on the ship. She also said the sea was rough at times and 
passengers were seasick. They stopped at Mazatlan, Mexico where some of the 
passengers left the ship to tour the area. My mother’s father and a Nicaraguan friend 
greeted them when they arrived at the Port of Los Angeles. 




32 The National Archives at Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C.; Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving 
at San Pedro/Wilmington/Los Angeles, California ; NAI Number: 4486355 ; Record Group Title: 
Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1787-2004 ; Record Group Number: 85 
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Charles Lynn Forgey and Graciela del Castillo children: 

1. Isis Lucrecia Forgey b. January 1920 in Managua, Nicaragua d. May 1920 in 
Managua Nicaragua. 

2. Edna Fay Forgey-Kapple (my mother) b. 23 April 1921 in Granada Nicaragua d. 
24 August 2015 in Whittier, California 

3. Grace Mae Forgey-Wilmot b. 11 April 1926 in San Pedro, California d. 7 July 
2010 in Paradise, California 

4. Dorothy Angeles Forgey-O’Neal b. 4 August 1928 in La Cresenta, California d. 8 
January 2003 in Temecula, California 

5. Charles Linn Forgey b. 23 August 1929 in Los Angeles, California 

6. Cecil Clair Forgey b. 23 August 1929 in Los Angeles, California 

My grandmother Graciela had a large circle of Nicaraguan friends in California which 
included members of the Lacayo family and Lugo family. Albert Lugo and his family 
often socialized with the del Castillo/Forgeys when they lived in California. 


A cousin of the Forgey children named Rodolfo E. Barrantes, son of Concepcion del 
Castillo, visited the family and left this photo. 
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Graciela brought her Granada based prejudice against the city of Leon with her to 
California. She would tell her children that Leon was a place where bad people lived 
(my mother told me that and I was a little afraid to visit Leon. I did visit and it’s actually a 
nice place with a beautiful cathedral. It even has a large McDonald’s now). 

My mother Edna Forgey-Kapple matched a great-grandson of Alberto del Castillo on an 
autosomal DNA test at AncestryDNA (he was my mother’s uncle and Graciela’s 
brother). A Nicaragua DNA match with the surname Vega is a close match to my 
mother at 23andMe. The Vega match could relate to our ancestor Concepcion Vega. 

My grandmother said she had some german ancestry but I have not been able to find 
any records to confirm that, there are too many missing records. There were definitely 
Germans, and others of English and Italian descent living in Granada, Nicaragua. 

Graciela del Castillo and Charles Lynn Forgey were married for over 50 years (below; 
this 50th anniversary family group photo was taken in January 1969. This photo 
included their children and grandchildren. It was taken outside the home they bought in 
the 1930’s in La Puente, California). 



My grandmother Graciela del Castillo-Forgey died on 28 June 1977 at the age of 83. I 
was in Junior High School when she died so I didn’t get the opportunity to get to know 
her as well as my older cousins did. If she were alive today I would definitely have many 
questions to ask. I’m sure she could have provided much more information for this 
family history. 
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DECEDENT 

PERSONAL 

DATA 


CERTIFICATE OF DEATH 

STATE OF CALIFQ«Ff (A—-DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


STVl FILE m mm _ OFFICE QIF THE STATE REGISTRAR O F V ITAL STATISTICS —LliLAl, fir>Jl5fnAT;QN DljWf^h IJ EHHTI'^TTSijMr^— 

NftME OF DtCtASt'D-'—FjRS r MAM t ? lfL M! POLE NAME ' ' JT '£<t^U= _ . ““ PiATF nr r.riTU__ It. u-.m- 


1a NAME OF DECEASE l>“FjR£r NAME j 

Graciela 

i 

jlti Ml POLE NAME 

■ Lucresla 

: 

jle. LAST NAM = 

1 Forgey 

DATE OF DEATH— ncuth i>ay. tear j 

June 28,1977 

[Zfl. HOUR 

6:00 a- 

3 SEX 

Fettiale 

* COLOR OR RACE 

Caucasian 

5. BrRTH PLACE '"[J™ 

Nicaragua 

G. DATE PF BIRTH 

September 10,1093 

7 ARE 4UST ilHTHDjr, 

83 

VEAttS 

IF UNDtfl 1 VEAR 

If uNQM 2 A n-,l'p: 



0. &AKtE AND BIRTHPLACE OF FATHER 

Uicasio del Castillo - Nicaragua 

9, maiden name and birthplace of mother 

Elena Garcia - Nicaragua 




The End of Nicaragua 


"...And the North American empire extended over Nicaraguan territory, and the implicit 
loss of sovereignty was a sad reality even though no clear declaration existed. Men of 

some influence.of Granada had already encouraged the designs of the 

interventionist group... And the occasion could have not been more suitable for Knox 
and company to repeat the Cuban and Panamanian experiences. From the warships 
anchored in the ports of Corinto and Bluefields the troops disembarked to impose order, 
"to protect Missions.” In the interior, hatred between Granada and Leon was renewed, 
and in the spectacle of war the country moved back fifty years; hates of belfries, 
factional hates, hateful hatreds of grotesque Montagues and absurd Capulets. Fire and 
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butchery were again seen between the two rival cities; fires like the one that destroyed 
Granada in the past, butcheries like that in which the body of my great uncle "the Indian 
Dario" was dragged tied from a horse tail. And the U.S., with the approval of the Nations 
of Europe -and maybe with that of some from America- will occupy Nicaraguan territory, 
territory that is important to them, both because of its proximity to Panama as well as for 
the possibility to create inter-oceanic pass through Nicaragua; because of commercial 
necessities, or due to other causes. And Nicaraguan sovereignty will only be a vague 
memory in the history of the American republics..." Ruben Dario 
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The roof of the La Merced church in Granada, Nicaragua. This was the del Castillo 

family parish church. 















51 



Inside the family parish church of La Merced, Granada, Nicaragua 






























